BRITAIN  DEFENDS   HER   INDEPENDENCE
control. Never again would they let loose the fires of
Puritan zeal to burn up their own houses. Never again
would they allow the keystone, in the shape of the
monarchy, to be knocked out of the social arch. They had
far more in common with the Cavalier gentlemen with
whom they had originally crossed swords, than with the
grim horsemen whose very commanders were frequently
not gentlemen at all, but who had made their social
superiors as stubble to their swords. There is a free-
masonry of Mammon ; wealth calls to wealth. Whatever
differences there might henceforth be between different
sections of the landed and mercantile plutocracy, there
was this in common between them, that the existing social
order was to be preserved and strengthened by all means,
and that the way of a republic, or of revolution by
force of arms, was from henceforth barred. There must
never again be another dictatorship, or another army in
control.
So much at least had been settled for good by the
collapse of the Puritan experiment. But there was another
question, the answer to which could not even have been
predicted with any certainty. Was the plutocratic
Parliament, according to the original plan of the Pym-
Hampden combination, also to control the monarchy?
or was it to be the other way about, and the monarchy,
instead of being the puppet of Parliament, itself to pull
the wires on which the politicians danced, until, by luck
and good management, Parliament could be induced to
abandon its own share in the sovereignty ?
That was one of those eventualities that, since it
ne\ser did occur, we are apt to assume was never on the
cards. But at the time of the Restoration, the odds might
have seemed decidedly in its favour. For the monarchy
had come back to its own with a prestige immeasurably
increased. The martyrdom of a King in front of his own
palace had made an impression hardly less profound than
had that, centuries earlier, of an Archbishop before the
altar of his own cathedral. The ostensible fruit of rebellion
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